
The Urban Idea Exchange - Engaging Creative City Builders 
 
Engaging citizens as “creative city builders” through artist-led initiatives is a strategy that 
the City of Winnipeg can adopt as an approach to municipal development. 
 
Many cities struggle with how to meaningfully engage citizens in the planning process. 
Citizens themselves often feel alienated by the complexity of municipal issues and may 
not be aware of the ways that they can get involved. When artists work in collaboration 
with municipal officials and engage communities in city building projects, citizens gain 
an understanding of local planning issues and are given the tools to participate fully in 
civic life. 
 
By integrating art and culture into the planning and development process cities can 
provide an opportunity for meaningful community input and engagement and counter 
the growth of NIMBY attitudes. 

Furthermore, artists and creative professionals working in collaboration with 
communities bring an approach to city building that is more creative and experimental. 
Artists can help cities develop urban strategies that integrate a sense of wonder, 
excitement and the unexpected into otherwise utilitarian urban spaces. 
 
Some of the most interesting and innovative examples of city building in the last several 
years have come from creative citizens and artists who create small-scale urban 
projects and interventions that transform our experience of the city.  
 
Initiatives such as Park(ing) Day, the emergence of pop-up culture and tactical 
urbanism are good examples. The Centre for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) in New York City 
is a leader in this field. CUP projects engage artists to demystify urban policy and 
planning issues so that citizens can better participate in shaping them. CUP works 
collaboratively with artists, designers, community based advocates and policy makers to 
create simple, accessible and visual tools that explain complex issues such as urban 
ecology, zoning laws, food access, and more. The tools are used by organizers and 
educators to help their constituents better advocate for their own community needs. 
  
 
For Discussion: 
 

● How can the arts be used as a tool to engage citizens as city builders 
in Winnipeg? 

● Can we identify examples in Winnipeg where artists have enabled 
positive community engagement in the planning process? 

● How can we integrate the arts more firmly into the (municipal) 
planning and policy process? 

 


