
The Urban Idea Exchange - Creative Spaces for Artists and 
Entrepreneurs 
 

Stimulating the development of the arts and creative industries in Winnipeg is an 
essential  dimension of a Creative City Building strategy. The arts and creative 
industries in Winnipeg form a significant sector within the local economy. Cultural 
producers and the industries that support them, contribute approximately $948.6 million, 
or about 3.7% of the city’s GDP. Collectively the arts and creative industries employ 6.3% 
of the City’s total labour force, which is equivalent to 25,000 people. When compared to 
other industries in the city, this exceeds the number of people employed in 
transportation and warehousing, and construction. * 

While this is impressive, there is still more that can be done to strengthen Winnipeg's 
distinction as a “City of the Arts” that is an attractive and competitive place for cultural 
producers to live and work. In particular, targeting strategies that support creative 
entrepreneurship and creative spaces for cultural producers to work, exhibit/perform, 
and  support their work. 

Municipalities can support programs of adaptive re-use of empty/underused buildings 
through a variety of means.  Such support doesn’t have to be a direct cash contribution, 
as cities have found success employing strategies including tax abatement, zoning, or 
other incentives to for property owners.  Focusing on the arts, culture, and creative 
enterprise has proven positive dividends across North America both by providing much 
needed space to arts organizations and entrepreneurs, and by adding new life to 
previously vacant areas. 

The Pittsburgh model has been used to establish a Cultural Trust mandated to 
transform the downtown. In Toronto, Artscape functions throughout the city, adapting 
spaces for arts and cultural purposes. Salt Lake County, Utah, has created a Cultural 
Facilities Master Plan that has assessed the needs of professional and community-
based arts and cultural groups, and created a funding program through the examination 
of best practices. The Detroit Creative Corridor has been established as an economic 
development organization to attract new creative industries and offer mentorship and 
incubator space for new creative ventures. 

* SOURCE: Ticket to the Future Phase 1 and 2 
 
For Discussion: 
  
 How can we leverage our cultural and urban assets to establish Winnipeg as a 

leading centre for artistic production and creative enterprise?  
 What kinds of creative spaces and facilities are needed to support the growth of 

Winnipeg's creative sector? (Live/work, production/exhibition/performance space, 
retail) 

 What incentives and programs are required to establish a truly robust ecosystem 
of creative enterprise in Winnipeg?  


